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A new report from the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS) confirms what many in
the safety community have
known: drivers on both rural 
and urban roads are driving at
increasingly alarming speeds. 
The IIHS survey found that more
than two-thirds of vehicles on
rural interstates were traveling 
at speeds of 70 miles per hour
(mph) or faster. For example, in
Colorado, nearly 25 percent of
vehicles were clocked at 80 mph.

The report quantifies the 
toll that increased speeding has
caused—approximately a 35 per-
cent increase in death rates. IIHS
Senior Transportation Engineer
Richard Retting says, “Researcher
after researcher has quantified
the price we are paying in lives
for faster travel. Speeding seems

NHTSA Publishes
Report Documenting
Cost of Crashes to
Employers

NHTSA has released an updated
report on the economic costs of
motor vehicle crashes to employers.
The report provides further 
evidence as to the significant cost
employers continue to pay for
traffic crashes that occur both on
and off the job. In the three-year 
period fro 1998 to 2000, injuries
in both categories cost employers
almost $60 billion annually. 

NHTSA estimated some of
the employer costs: $16.3 billion
for health-related fringe benefits,
$8.6 billion for sick leave and life
and disability insurance, and
$7.7 billion in actual medical
costs. The report provides state-
by-state costs. Costs to employers
in two large states—California
and New York are $3.6 billion
each per year.  

NHTSA continues to stress
that the key to reducing these
costs is prevention. The agency
says its focus on effective coun-
termeasures such as increasing
belt use and decreasing alcohol
impaired driving can make a 
significant impact. The report
concludes, “Traffic safety programs
are an alternative to reduce health
care expenses for employers
without reducing the benefits
offered to employees. Protecting
employees from motor vehicle
crash injury can be a profitable
investment of time and resources.
Totally eliminating alcohol
impaired driving and unbelted
driving would save employers
$15 billion annually.”

to be a forgotten public issue.” 
IIHS blames the increase on

higher speed limits and also on
advertising by car companies
that glorifies the “zoom zoom” 
of driving as the Institute calls it.
The study grouped states accord-
ing to their speed limits—75 mph,
70 mph, and states where speed
limits on rural interstates
remained at 65 mph. Excluded
from the study were 16 states
where there are not any rural
interstates or where speed limits
were changed outside of the
1995-1996 timeframe. States that
increased speed limits to 75 mph
experienced 38 percent more
deaths per million vehicle miles
than expected, based on deaths
in states that did not change 
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continued from page 1
New IIHS Report Shows Speed is a
Serious Problem

their limits—an estimated 780
more deaths. States that raised
speed limits to 70 mph experi-
enced a 35 percent increase,
resulting in approximately 1,100
more deaths.

The IIHS study is also critical
of auto manufacturers for
encouraging speeding by appeal-
ing to drivers with advertising
that promotes fast driving. The
Institute monitored car advertise-
ments in national publications
and on national television during
July 2003. These ads indicated
that performance was a preferred
method of selling cars. For 
example: one company said that
satellites have trouble keeping up
with the positioning of its fast

Speed has also been a promi-
nent issue for GHSA. In a recent
news release, Association Chair
Kathryn Swanson called speed
highway safety’s “neglected
stepchild” and urged nationwide
attention to this serious public
health problem. Swanson said
that the severity of crashes is
increasing and they are not sur-
vivable—even with a seat belt—
given the high speeds involved.
GHSA is urging the federal gov-
ernment to give speeding more
attention as the nation works to
reduce traffic deaths and injuries.

IIHS’s Status Report on speed
can be downloaded at www.iihs.org.
GHSA’s News Release on speed,
which contains state data and 
information, can be viewed at
www.ghsa.org. 

moving car. Another company
lures buyers with “lightning
under the hood.” Other ads are
even less subtle, encouraging
buyers to “unlash your nasty lit-
tle urges.” 

IIHS points out that dis-
claimers that once accompanied
auto ads were at best after-
thoughts. However, in many
cases, they have now disappeared
completely. Even when they are
still included, they virtually
always are relegated to the fine
print or flashed on the screen for
a fraction of a second. Brian
O’Neill, President of IIHS, says,
“Driving is not a game. These ads
send the wrong message. It’s up
to drivers to obey speed limits,
but the manufacturers are not
helping with ads that equate
going fast with having fun.” 
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Roadway Safety Awards Announced

The Federal Highway Administra-
tion and the Roadway Safety
Foundation have announced the
winners of their biennial
National Highway Safety Awards.
The awards were given to 13
recipients whose initiatives have
saved lives by improving road-
way design, operations and over-
all planning.

Highway programs in Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida,
Maine, Maryland, New York,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, and
Washington were the winners as
well as a regional traffic system in
Kentucky and Indiana. The win-
ners included six departments of
transportation, a regional trans-
portation consortium, two coun-
ties, two cities and a state police
agency.

■ An innovative incident
recording system to improve
data collection for roadway
incidents; 

■ The addition of 4-foot-wide
paved shoulders, resulting in a
reduction in bicycle and other
vehicle crashes. 

More information about the
National Highway Safety Awards is
available at www.roadwaysafety.org. 

Examples of the winning
programs include:
■ Installation of cable barriers 

to reduce cross-over crashes,
speed limit reductions, and
truck lane reductions;

■ Implementation of daytime
headlight sections, upgrading
of guardrails, and a double-
fine zone area in a work zone;

■ An anti-collision warning sys-
tem at high-risk intersections;

Award Winners Pose with 
FHWA Administrator Mary Peters 
and Roadway Safety Foundation 
Executive Director Diane Steed.
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In response to increasing concern
about heavy drinking at institu-
tions of higher learning and the
risks alcohol consumption poses
to the health, safety and academic
success of students, the Depart-
ment of Education has produced
“Safe Lanes on Campus.” The
manual is designed for college
and university administrators to
guide them in reducing two of
the most serious problems relat-
ing to student alcohol consump-
tion: driving under the influence
and alcohol use by students who
are not of legal age. 

The manual is based on the
theory that awareness programs
to inform students of the risks
associated with alcohol use are
not effective. The suggested
approach to preventing alcohol
problems on and around campus
is a broad-based and comprehen-
sive effort to change the physical,
social, legal, and economic 
environment in which students

New Report Outlines
Future Steps for
Trauma System  

Last fall, NHTSA released a new
report entitled “Trauma System
Agenda for the Future.” The effort
is a result of collaboration
between the Agency, the
American College of Surgeons,
the American College of
Emergency Physicians, the
National Association of State
EMS Physicians and others. It is a
response to the ever-increasing
challenges faced by the trauma
care community. The Agenda out-
lines a plan to address trauma
prevention strategies as well as
ways to improve the care of
those who are injured in both
day-to-day emergencies and in
significant disasters with multiple
victims. 

NHTSA stresses the urgency
of implementing the recommen-
dations as nearly 150,000 lives a
year are cut short by traumatic
injuries.

To download the report, visit
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/inj
ury/ems/index.html. 

make decisions about drinking.
Accomplishing change of this
magnitude requires a new type 
of “town-gown” partnership: a
wide spectrum of campus and
community leaders dedicated 
to shaping an environment that
helps students make healthier
choices.

Safe Lanes on Campus describes
a variety of prevention strategies
that campus and community
prevention coalitions can consider
as they develop a strategic plan
for combating underage drinking
and DUI, with a particular
emphasis on creating environ-
mental change. This analysis is
grounded in a summary of the
research literature published in
2002 by the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism,
A Call to Action: Changing the
Culture of Drinking at U.S. Colleges. 

To download a copy of the
Manual, visit www.edc.org/hec.

Department of Education Produces New 
Safe Lanes on Campus Publication 

NHTSA has issued its Evaluation Program Plan, calendar years 2004–2007
with a notice in the Federal Register (Notice no. E4-114, p. 3992) requesting
public comment. The plan lays out NHTSA’s agenda for evaluating both
vehicle safety and behavioural safety over the next four years. To access the
evaluation plan in pdf format visit www.nhtsa.dot.gov/cars/rules/regrev/
evaluate/pdf/809699.pdf. The Federal Register notice explains how to send
comments to the docket. They are due on May 26, 2004. Paper copies may
be requested by contacting Charles Kahane at 202-366-2560.
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The U.S. House Subcommittee on
Education Reform recently held a
hearing to examine proven
approaches within the educational
system to help prevent youth
alcohol use. Testifying were wit-
nesses representing both industry
and advocacy groups who told
members of Congress that early
intervention, effective communi-
cation, and parental involvement
are essential to fighting the 
problem of underage drinking.
The witnesses agreed that while
the prevalence of middle and
high school aged alcohol con-
sumption has been significantly
reduced, more work is needed to
continue to address the problem.

“Significant gains have 
been made in reducing underage
drinking since the 1970s and
1980s. I applaud the various
local, state, and federal govern-
mental organizations, the public
health community groups, and
the members of industry that
have contributed to this reduc-
tion,” said Education Reform
Subcommittee Chairman Mike
Castle (R-DE). “However, this
issue remains a real problem 

and public health organizations
to work together. Molinari, who
is a former member of Congress
continued, “Important progress
has been made in reducing
underage drinking over the past
few decades. The implementa-
tion of effective programs has
resulted in fewer alcohol-related
deaths and injuries among youth
but more can be done.”

Several witnesses, cited effec-
tive communication and inter-
vention as important strategies.
Jacqueline Hackett, explained the
role SADD plays in alcohol and
drug abuse prevention. “SADD
chapters provide information
and education about the harmful
effects of drugs and alcohol, but
they also host alternative drug-
free activities for students, 
mentor younger elementary and
middle school students and reach
out to other groups in the com-
munity such as law enforcement,
the media and the business 
community,” Hackett said. 

“SADD chapters offer a ‘safe-
haven’ for those who have made
the conscientious decision not to
use. SADD students become alter-
native role models and continu-
ously work to bring people
together who believe in the ‘no
use’ message for youth and want
to make a positive difference in
their community.”

Committee members
expressed support to reinforce
existing public and private out-
reach efforts to parents and other
adults. Members said these 
were critical elements of a more
comprehensive education and
awareness strategy to reduce
underage drinking.

with very real and devastating
consequences.”

This was the second congres-
sional hearing held since the
release of the National Academy
of Sciences (NAS) report last
September. Testifying were MADD
National President Wendy
Hamilton, Century Council
Chairman Susan Molinari,
Anheuser-Busch Vice President 
of Communications Francine
Katz, Robert Newton, a counselor
with the Betty Ford Clinic, and
Jacqueline Hackett, a high school
senior from Pennsylvania and a
member of SADD. 

Hamilton urged that more
attention and resources be allo-
cated to fight underage drinking
saying, “While it is illegal for
youth under age 21 to drink 
alcohol, there are 10.1 million
underage drinkers in America.
Despite the staggering impact
alcohol has on youth crime,
injury and death, our communi-
ties and educational system do
not receive the dedicated funding
desperately needed to help 
protect young people.” Molinari
said it is imperative for industry
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Congressional Committee Examines
Educational System’s Role in Preventing
Underage Drinking

Panelists express views on underage drinking.
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The technology that has allowed
fire trucks, ambulances and
police cars to reach emergency
situations faster—a remote con-
trol that changes traffic signals—
is now much cheaper and poten-
tially easier to access for con-
sumers. The device is known 
as a mobile infrared transmitter
(MIRT) and is small enough to 
be placed on the car’s dashboard.
MIRT’s sell for approximately
$300 and are widely available 
on the Internet.

MIRTs are the triggers in
“traffic pre-emption systems”
which are comprised of two
parts: a receiving device mounted
on a stoplight and an infrared
transmitter normally placed in
emergency vehicles that has a
range of about 1,500 feet. The
technology has been used for
about 30 years. A U.S. Department
of Transportation survey in 2002
of the nation’s 78 largest metro-

Report: Most
Children Killed in
Alcohol-related
Crashes Were Riding
with Drunken Drivers

Most children killed in alcohol-
related crashes in the United
States from 1997 to 2002 were
riding with drunken drivers, a
new study from the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention
reports. The research also found
that only one-third of the 
children killed while riding with
drivers who had been drinking
were wearing seat belts or were
buckled into car seats. Most of
those drivers survived, implying
that many of the children could
also have survived had they been
properly restrained. 

The study paints a different
picture than that of the popular
image of the drunken, irresponsi-
ble strangers crashing into cars 
of helpless families. Instead, the
data, collected by the National
Center for Injury Prevention and
Control suggests that the real
problem stems from drivers who
do two reckless things—drinking
and failing to use seat belts—
to endanger children who may
well be their own, said Dr. Ruth
Shults. Of 2,335 children 14 or
younger who died in alcohol-
related crashes in the 6 years 
covered by the study, 68 percent
were riding with the drinking
drivers, who had an average
blood alcohol level of 0.13. Thirty-
two percent of the children killed
were wearing restraints, far less
than the average for the passen-
ger population at large, Dr. Shults
said.

politan areas found them about
26,500 intersections across the
country.

While the availability of
MIRTs is alarming to law enforce-
ment and traffic safety profes-
sionals, product manufactures are
offering assurances. Tim Gow,
president of a Minnesota based
MIRT-producer told the Chicago
Tribune that his company “gets
requests from individuals, but
the answer is always no.” Steve
Mitsgen, a transportation signal
operations engineer with the
Minnesota Department of
Transportation said has agency
has not received any reports of
MIRT abuse, but that such abuse
has the potential to be a serious
problem. The Senate’s surface
transportation reauthorization
bill, S. 1072, would establish
fines and imprisonment for
unauthorized users and sellers 
of MIRTs. 

Traffic Signal Changing Devices Potentially
Dangerous
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New Jersey captured the attention
of the media and the highway
safety community in September,
when it implemented landmark
legislation addressing the issue of
drowsy driving. New Jersey’s new
law—the first law of its kind in
the nation—allows prosecutors 
to charge drowsy drivers with
vehicular homicide if they are
involved in a deadly crash. 
The charges are applicable to a
motorist who falls asleep at the
wheel or drives after a period of
at least 24 hours without sleep.

Known as “Maggie’s Law,”
the law is named after 20-year
old New Jersey college student
Maggie McDonnell, who was
killed in a crash when her car
was struck by a van driven by a
man who had been without sleep
for 30 hours. The victim’s mother,
Carol McDonnell, worked tire-
lessly for passage of the new 
legislation after juries in two 
trials failed to convict the van’s
driver of any serious charges. 

The language of the new law
states that proof a defendant fell
asleep at the wheel or had been
without sleep for a period in
excess of 24 hours “may give rise
to the inference that the defen-
dant was driving recklessly,”
thereby exposing the driver to

crashing into fixed objects with-
out applying brakes.

“Maggie’s Law” has helped 
us raise awareness in New Jersey
about drowsy driving. During
2003 Thanksgiving Holiday, the
New Jersey Division of Highway
Traffic Safety focused attention
on getting the following tips out
to the public through the media: 
■ There is no substitute for

sleep. Coffee, listening to
music on the radio, or rolling
down the window for a breath
of fresh air only serve to 
temporarily mask fatigue.

■ Be aware of your regular 
sleep patterns and be sure 
and follow them, especially 
if you are planning a long 
trip in your car.

■ The combination of long 
trips and big meals around
the holidays can be especially
dangerous.
The idea, as with all educa-

tional programs, is to change
driver habits and change the 
perception that driving while
sleep-deprived is an acceptable
thing that “lots of people do.”
Remember, it wasn’t all that long
ago that a “drink for the road”
was viewed by many people an
acceptable practice too.

Veteran prosecutors in 
New Jersey say that although
there are challenges presented in
the prosecution of drowsy drivers,
“Maggie’s Law” is another tool in
their arsenal.

I am pleased that New Jersey
is on the leading edge of crimi-
nalizing drowsy driving and I
hope we will collectively be able
to develop better laws and educa-
tional programs relating to this
issue in the years ahead.

vehicular homicide charges
which carry a potential ten year
prison sentence. In effect, it is a
drowsy driving “per se” law.

We believe the new law is
shining a bright light on a very
prevalent, but often ignored
problem on our nation’s roadways.

The relevant statistics are
startling. A recent survey found
that 51 percent of motorists drive
while drowsy, while 20 percent
admit to having fallen asleep at
the wheel. According to NHTSA,
drowsy drivers cause 100,000
crashes, 71,000 injuries and
1,500 deaths each year. Further,
the U.S. Department of
Transportation identifies fatigue
as the number one safety prob-
lem in the transportation indus-
try, costing $12 billion per year.

Studies have shown that
sleep deprivation greatly impairs
a person’s vision and coordina-
tion. Research conducted in
Australia reveals that driving after
not having slept for 24 hours is
roughly equivalent to driving at a
.10 level of alcohol impairment.
New Jersey State Police report that
sleep-deprived motorists exhibit
many of the same tell-tale driving
habits of alcohol-impaired drivers,
such as weaving across lines,
driving too fast or too slow or
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Landmark Drowsy Driving Law 
Should Raise Awareness of the Dangers 
of Sleep-Deprived Driving

By Roberto Rodriguez, Director, 
New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety
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The past few months have seen
state action on lowering the 
.08 Blood Alcohol Content (BAC)
level and enacting bans on 
“dialing and driving.”  

Pennsylvania, New Jersey
and West Virginia have all low-
ered their BAC levels from .10 to
.08. 47 states and the District of
Columbia have now lowered
their BAC as required by federal
legislation signed by President
Clinton in 2001. States had to
lower the level by October 1 of
2003 or be sanctioned resulting

driver feels in danger or is report-
ing a road hazard or another
vehicle that is driving recklessly.
Assemblyman Joseph Vitale said,
“We now have a uniform law
that will require drivers to mini-
mize distractions while driving,
making our roads safer.” 

The new D.C. law is similar
and also only applies to hand-
held use. D.C. Council members
said the law was necessary to
help curb automobile accidents
by forcing drivers to think about
using their cell phones safely. 
“I have seen people just chatting
away with one hand on the
wheel,” said Councilwoman
Carol Schwartz (one of the archi-
tects of the legislation). “At least
now we’ll get two hands on the
wheel.” She added: “This is a
densely populated city. We’re 
not on the lonesome roads of
Texas…I have not received one 
e-mail against this. Most people
realize its day has come.”

in a loss of federal transportation
funds.  If states pass the needed
legislation by 2007 they can
recover the funds. This will be
the case for New Jersey and West
Virginia who did not meet the
October 1 deadline.  

Driver distractions have 
continued to draw the attention
of the public and state legisla-
tures. New Jersey and the District
of Columbia have both enacted
bans on handheld cell phone use
by drivers. The New Jersey law
bans hand-held use unless the
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State Legislative Update: .08 BAC and 
Cell Phone Bans Passed

Michigan Attorney General Mike
Cox filed a petition with the U.S.
Supreme Court on January 30
appealing a lower court’s decision
that the state’s ban on the direct
shipment of alcohol to state 
residents is unconstitutional. 
The case goes back to 2000 when
wine producers sued in an effort
to allow direct shipments from
out-of-state wineries. A federal
judge upheld Michigan’s ban on
direct shipments that year, ruling
the state had a right under the
21st Amendment to regulate
alcohol.

But the Sixth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals overturned that
decision last year. The appeals
court said Michigan’s law is
unconstitutional because it 
violates the Commerce Clause,

in a recent interview with the
Associated Press.

But opponents point out 
that Michigan does allow in-state
direct shipments. In a debate 
late last year, former independent
counsel Kenneth Starr called
Michigan’s laws “misguided
adventures into regulation land.”

A Supreme Court decision 
on the issue could have wide
reverberations. Michigan is one
of 23 states that ban direct alco-
hol shipments, and court opin-
ions have varied widely in similar
cases. A federal appeals court in
Chicago upheld Indiana’s ban 
on direct shipments in 2000, but
a federal appeals court in New
Orleans struck down Texas’s ban
last year.

which gives Congress the power
to regulate interstate trade. In 
its appeal to the Supreme Court,
Michigan argues that the
Commerce Clause doesn’t apply
because Congress delegated the
right to control alcohol shipments
to the states. It also reasserts its
21st Amendment rights. 

Supporters of Michigan’s 
law say it helps prevent Internet
sales to teens. “If the lower court
decision stands, it will open the
floodgates…and the state will
have no effective enforcement
mechanism to stop those in
other states who sell to minors,
avoid paying state taxes or refuse
to adhere to other state laws,”
said Michael Lashbrook, presi-
dent of the Michigan Beer and
Wine Wholesalers Association 

Michigan AG Seeks to Ban Internet Alcohol Sales
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The National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) has asked
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion to issue stronger rules for
designing work zones. The NTSB
reccommended concrete barriers
or orange barrels to separate 
two-way traffic and regular 
monitoring of the work zones.  

The recommendations stem
from a 2001 Nebraska bus crash
that killed three high school 
students and a chaperone. The
crash occurred on an Omaha-area
road, normally a six-lane divided
highway that had been narrowed
to two lanes separated by a dou-
ble-yellow line as it neared a
work zone. The bus carried 27

bus. The Nebraska Department 
of Roads issued a statement dis-
agreeing with the NTSB’s report
saying the work zone “met or
exceeded safety guidelines
required for safe travel through 
a construction project.”  

NTSB Chairman Ellen
Engleman Conners said, “It is the
responsibility of government to
secure the highways for safety for
experienced and inexperienced
drivers. We do not have an inex-
perienced-driver lane.” Engleman
Conners she will share the find-
ings at an upcoming meeting of
the American Association of State
Highway Transportation Officials.  

high school band members and
three adults. The driver swerved
to avoid an oncoming bus, went
off the road, crashed through a
guardrail and came to a stop on
its side in the creek below the
bridge.

In its report, the NTSB said
the lanes in the work zone were
so narrow they offered no mar-
gin of error for approaching large
vehicles such as buses and trucks.
“The work zone required near-
perfect performance by drivers 
of commercial vehicles,” said
Jennifer Bishop, an NTSB investi-
gator. The Board said a contribut-
ing cause of the crash was the
driver’s unfamiliarity with the

NTSB Makes Recommendations to Improve Work Zone Safety 

The third annual National Tire
Safety Week will be held April 25
to May 1, 2004, according to the
Rubber Manufacturers Association
(RMA), a Washington, D.C.-based
trade association that represents
tire manufacturers.

properly check their tire inflation
pressure and 45 percent of drivers
wrongly believe that if they are
taking a trip with a fully loaded
vehicle that they are better off 
if their tires are a little bit under
inflated.

GHSA members are encour-
aged to join the effort. RMA 
provides partners with free tire
safety brochures (in English and
Spanish) that can be distributed
to consumers. For more informa-
tion about RMA and the “Be Tire
Smart” program visit www.rma.org
or contact Dan Zielinski at 202-
682-4800 or dzielinski@rma.org.

The week is part of RMA’s
“Be Tire Smart—Play Your PART”
tire safety program, an effort that
utilizes partnerships, educational
materials, consumer events,
media outreach, and public serv-
ice announcements to encourage
drivers to check their tires once a
month. RMA is seeking to recruit
additional partners in the tire
industry, state highway safety
officials, and others.

National Tire Safety Week is
an initiative sponsored by RMA
to focus tire industry efforts to
educate drivers about tire care. 
In 2003, RMA research revealed
that only 14 percent of drivers

Tire Safety Week Preparations Underway
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Over the past several years, an
increasing number of jurisdictions
in the United States, Canada,
Europe and Australia have 
implemented alcohol interlock
programs as a means to deal 
with DUI offenders, particularly
repeat offenders. But despite the
apparent growth in the number
of programs, interlocks have
been slow to gain widespread
acceptance as a viable and effec-
tive countermeasure. In part, this
situation arises because many
interlock programs are in the
early phases of their develop-
ment and have yet to establish
the high level of credibility and
demonstrated effectiveness 
necessary to gain the confidence
of judges and administrators. In
the meantime, low participation
rates limit the ability of programs
to demonstrate their value.
Enhancing the efficiency and
effectiveness of interlock programs
requires the collective knowledge,
experience, and expertise of
those most closely associated
with interlock programs. 

In the interest of facilitating
the development of more effec-
tive interlock programs, the
Traffic Injury Research Foundation
(TIRF) has hosted a series of 
symposia. The fourth symposium

principles and overall objectives
of interlock programs. There
remains little doubt that as inter-
lock programs proliferate, they
will continue to face a multitude
of challenges. Tapping the collec-
tive wisdom, expertise, and 
experience of those most closely
associated with interlock pro-
gram at events such as the TIRF
ignition interlock symposia will
serve to facilitate the develop-
ment of informed and innova-
tive solutions.

The presentations from the
Hilton Head symposium, as well 
as the proceedings from previous
symposia, can be obtained by 
following the ignition interlock 
symposium links on the TIRF web-
site (www.trafficinjuryresearch.com).
Information on the fifth symposium,
scheduled for late October 2004 
in Tucson, AZ, is available on the
website.

Editor’s Note: The Senate’s surface
transportation reauthorization bill, 
S. 1072, would facilitate the use of 
ignition interlocks for repeat offenders.
GHSA strongly supports this provision. 

in this series was held October 27
and 28, 2003, at Hilton Head
Island, South Carolina. A group
of 150 researchers, interlock
manufacturers, service providers,
policymakers, and interlock pro-
gram specialists from 10 coun-
tries, 21 states, and 4 Canadian
provinces gathered to discuss issues
related to the theme “Enhancing
Acceptance, Participation and
Compliance”. Previous symposia
were held in Montreal (2000),
Toronto (2001), and Vero Beach,
Florida (2002).

The Hilton Head program
included keynote presentations
by leading researchers, an update
on developments in interlock
programs around the world, and
presentations of new and innova-
tive programs. In parallel work-
shops, delegates were charged
with generating ideas to help
resolve some of the issues that
restrict further expansion of
interlock programs.  

The discussions at the Hilton
Head meeting served to facilitate
an exchange of information,
thoughts, and ideas in an attempt
to resolve the issues, enhance the
effectiveness, and maximize the
acceptance of interlock programs.
The symposia are also an oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the guiding
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The TIRF Alcohol Ignition Interlock
Symposia Series

D.J. Beirness, Vice President Research
Traffic Injury Research Foundation

Share a Story 
or Opinion

Would you like to share a 
success story or your opinion
with the readers of Directions
in Highway Safety? Articles 
can be submitted to: 
Editor
Directions in Highway Safety
750 First Street,NE, Suite 720, 
Washington, DC 20002.
email: (headquarters@
statehighwaysafety.org) 
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March 28-30 National Lifesavers Conference on 
Highway Safety Priorities
San Diego, California 
www.lifesaversconference.org

April Alcohol Awareness Month

4–10 National Work Zone Awareness Week 

7 World Health Days (2004 Theme: Road Safety) 
http://www.who.int/world-health-day/2004/en/

8 National Alcohol Screening Day

May National Bicycle Month
Motorcycle Safety Month

9–15 National Transportation Week

16–22 National EMS Week

24–June 6 Click it or Ticket National Mobilization
www.nhtsa.dot.gov 

July 25–29 International Forum on Traffic Records 
and Highway Information Systems
Nashville, Tennessee
www.atsip.org 

August 27– “You Drink & Drive. You Lose” National Mobilization
Sept. 12 www.nhtsa.dot.gov

Sept. 26–29 GHSA Annual Meeting—Highway Safety: Priority 1.0
Honolulu, Hawaii
www.ghsa.org 

GHSA Annual
Meeting Plans
Progressing:
Highway Safety:
Priority 1.0 

Preparations for GHSA’s Annual
Meeting are rapidly progressing.
The theme of this year’s meeting,
to be held in Honolulu, Hawaii,
is Highway Safety: Priority 1.0. 
The theme refers to the national
goal of reducing the fatality rate
from its current level of 1.51 per
hundred million vehicle miles
traveled. GHSA’s membership has
endorsed this ambitious federal
goal, so the Executive Board
thought it prudent for the
Annual Meeting to focus on how
the goal is going to be achieved.
General Session speakers will 
discuss their organization’s roles
in meeting the goal and how
they can work with State Highway
Safety Offices in achieving it.
These speakers will be: National
Transportation Safety Board
Chairman Ellen Engleman
Conners, Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety Brian O’Neill,
and AAA President and CEO
Robert Darbelnet. 

Workshops will address 
a variety of highway safety 
challenges and provide various
opinions as to the most effective
solutions. Evening social events
will allow for networking and

meeting new contacts
and old friends. 

Preliminary informa-
tion about the Annual
Meeting is online at
www.ghsa.org .
Registration materials will
be available in late April.

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R SM A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S
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A new report from the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS) concludes that programs
that target drivers with poor
records are at best only moder-
ately effective. Some of these 
programs can reduce future traffic
violations and crashes, while 
others such as court-initiated
education for violators failed to
reduce future crash risk. 

Researchers examined 106
approaches from traffic schools
to license suspension as well as
simpler forms of intervention
including warning letters sent 
to violators. The study specifically
excluded interventions that are
triggered by alcohol-related 
violations.

The IIHS researchers ques-
tioned “the appropriateness of

the growing use of court traffic
violator schools and home study
programs (such as Internet courses)
for which the triggering violation
is dismissed upon completion” 
of the education. The result is a
reduced chance that the violators
will not revert to their unsafe
driving patterns. 

As a whole, the 106 different
approaches can produce small
but significant reductions in future
violations and crashes. One year
after interventions, researchers
found an average of 6 percent
reduction in crashes and an 8
percent reduction in violations. 

The researchers found wide
variations in the effectiveness 
of the approaches. Some work
better than others, and some do
not work at all. License suspen-
sion or revocation showed the

IIHS: Education Does Not Reduce Crash Risk for Drivers 
with Bad Records

largest reductions in subsequent
crashes (17 percent reduction)
and violations (21 percent). The
distribution of educational or
informational materials had 
no effect on either crashes or 
violations. Court-initiated educa-
tion for violators reduced future
offenses but did not reduce
future crash risk. Warning letters
also reduced crashes (4 percent
reduction) and violations (6 
percent). This approach had the
smallest measurable effect on
crashes but the letters reached
the largest number of drivers at
the lowest cost per driver.  

This study was reported in IIHS’
February 2004 Status Report. It can
be downloaded online at www.iihs.org
or a copy can be requested by 
e-mailing publications@iihs.org. 
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