
SURVEY OF THE STATES  |  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS 143

2007 GHSA Motorcycle Survey
Overview Table

State education and 
licensing requirements

helmet laws
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2007 GHSA motorcycle survey  |  Overview Table  |  Alabama - Maryland
(1) Plans to develop in 2008    (2) Will be updated to include motorcycles. 
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2007 GHSA motorcycle survey  |  Overview Table  |  massachusetts - texas
(1) Plans to develop in 2008    (2) Will be updated to include motorcycles. 
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2007 GHSA motorcycle survey  |  Overview Table  |  Utah - Wyoming
(1) Plans to develop in 2008    (2) Will be updated to include motorcycles. 
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NA = Not Applicable   |   Blank spaces indicate state didn’t provide information.



150 SURVEY OF THE STATES  |  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS150 SURVEY OF THE STATES  |  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS

2007 GHSA motorcycle survey  |  STATE EDUCATION AND LICENSING REQUIIREMENTS  |  texas - wyoming
NA = Not Applicable   |   Blank spaces indicate state didn’t provide information.

S
ta

te

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
Tr

ai
ni

ng
 O

ve
rv

ie
w

Li
ce

ns
in

g 
O

ve
rv

ie
w

W
hi

ch
 A

ge
nc

y 
is

 R
es

po
ns

ib
le

 
fo

r 
M

ot
or

cy
cl

e 
Tr

ai
ni

ng
 a

nd
 E

du
ca

ti
on

?

M
an

da
to

ry
 R

id
er

 
Ed

uc
at

io
n

Tr
ai

ni
ng

C
ap

ac
it

y 
Is

su
e

S
ha

ri
ng

 th
e 

R
oa

d 
In

fo
rm

at
io

n

M
in

im
um

 A
ge

 
fo

r 
a 

Li
ce

ns
e

Te
st

s 
R

eq
ui

re
d

W
ai

ve
rs

P
ro

gr
am

S
ec

ti
on

 
in

 th
e 

D
ri

ve
r 

M
an

ua
l

C
om

po
ne

nt
 o

f
th

e 
D

ri
ve

r
Ed

uc
at

io
n

C
ur

ri
cu

lu
m

Te
xa

s
Th

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f P

ub
lic

 S
af

et
y.

M
ot

or
cy

cl
e 

&
 A

TV
 S

af
et

y 
Tr

ai
ni

ng
 U

ni
t

Ye
s

(R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

)
N

o
Ye

s
Ye

s
Ye

s
15

V
is

io
n,

 k
no

w
le

dg
e

an
d 

sk
ill

s
Ye

s

U
ta

h
Th

e 
D

ri
ve

r 
Li

ce
ns

e 
D

iv
is

io
n

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

16
K

no
w

le
dg

e
an

d 
sk

ill
s

Ye
s

Ve
rm

on
t

Th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f M
ot

or
 V

eh
ic

le
s

Ye
s

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

16

V
ir

gi
ni

a
Th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 S

af
et

y 
O

ffi
ce

N
o

Ye
s

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

16
 a

nd
 

3 
m

on
th

s
V

is
io

n,
 k

no
w

le
dg

e
an

d 
sk

ill
s

Ye
s

W
as

hi
ng

to
n

Th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f L
ic

en
si

ng
N

o
Ye

s
Ye

s
N

o
16

W
es

t V
ir

gi
ni

a
Th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 S

af
et

y 
O

ffi
ce

N
o

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

16
V

is
io

n,
 k

no
w

le
dg

e
an

d 
sk

ill
s

W
is

co
ns

in
Th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 S

af
et

y 
O

ffi
ce

Ye
s

(R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

)
Ye

s
Ye

s
Ye

s
Ye

s
16

K
no

w
le

dg
e

an
d 

sk
ill

s
Ye

s

W
yo

m
in

g
Th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 S

af
et

y 
O

ffi
ce

N
o

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

Ye
s

15
V

is
io

n,
 k

no
w

le
dg

e
an

d 
sk

ill
s

Ye
s



SURVEY OF THE STATES  |  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS 151

2007 GHSA motorcycle survey  |  helmet laws  |  Alabama - Michigan

S
ta

te
H

el
m

et
 L

aw
D

oe
s 

Th
e 

S
ta

te
 H

av
e 

A
 S

pe
ci

al
 H

el
m

et
 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
Ef

fo
rt

 O
r 

P
ro

gr
am

?

D
oe

s 
Th

e 
S

ta
te

 P
ro

vi
de

 T
ra

in
in

g 
Fo

r 
La

w
 E

nf
or

ce
m

en
t A

ge
nc

ie
s 

To
 H

el
p 

Th
em

 D
et

ec
t N

on
-C

om
pl

ia
nt

 
M

ot
or

cy
cl

e 
H

el
m

et
s?

A
la

ba
m

a
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

N
o

A
la

sk
a

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
nd

 th
ei

r 
pa

ss
en

ge
rs

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

al
l p

er
m

it
 h

ol
de

rs
 

ar
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

 to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

Ye
s

N
o

A
ri

zo
na

R
id

er
s 

17
 a

nd
 u

nd
er

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
he

lm
et

s.

A
rk

an
sa

s
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

21
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

N
o

N
o

C
al

if
or

ni
a

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw
Ye

s
Ye

s

C
ol

or
ad

o
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

N
o

C
on

ne
ct

ic
ut

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
he

lm
et

s.
Ye

s

D
el

aw
ar

e
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

19
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

a 
he

lm
et

.
A

ll 
ot

he
r 

ri
de

rs
 m

us
t h

av
e 

a 
he

lm
et

 in
 th

ei
r 

po
ss

es
si

on
.

D
.C

.
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Fl
or

id
a

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
21

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
a 

he
lm

et
. R

id
er

s 
21

 a
nd

 o
ld

er
 w

it
ho

ut
 

an
 in

su
ra

nc
e 

po
lic

y 
th

at
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

a 
m

in
im

um
 o

f $
10

,0
0

0
 in

 m
ed

ic
al

 c
ov

er
ag

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 fo
r 

 m
ot

or
cy

cl
e-

re
la

te
d 

in
ju

ri
es

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
re

qu
ir

ed
 to

 w
ea

r 
a 

he
lm

et
.

G
eo

rg
ia

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw
Ye

s

G
ua

m
H

el
m

et
s 

ar
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

 fo
r 

ri
de

rs
 u

nd
er

 18
.

H
aw

ai
i

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
a 

he
lm

et
.

Id
ah

o
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

a 
he

lm
et

.

Ill
in

oi
s

N
o 

La
w

In
di

an
a

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
a 

he
lm

et
.

Io
w

a
N

o 
La

w

K
an

sa
s

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
a 

he
lm

et
.

K
en

tu
ck

y
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 2

1 a
nd

 a
ny

on
e 

lic
en

se
d 

fo
r l

es
s 

th
an

 a
 y

ea
r a

re
 re

qu
ir

ed
 to

 w
ea

r h
el

m
et

s.

Lo
ui

si
an

a
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

M
ai

ne
R

id
er

s 
of

 a
ll 

ag
es

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
he

lm
et

s 
du

ri
ng

 th
e 

fi
rs

t y
ea

r 
of

 li
ce

ns
ur

e.
P

as
se

ng
er

s 
un

de
r 

15
 a

re
 a

ls
o 

re
qu

ir
ed

 to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

M
ar

yl
an

d
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

N
o

Ye
s

M
as

sa
ch

us
et

ts
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

Ye
s

M
ic

hi
ga

n
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

Ye
s



152 SURVEY OF THE STATES  |  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS

S
ta

te
H

el
m

et
 L

aw
D

oe
s 

Th
e 

S
ta

te
 H

av
e 

A
 S

pe
ci

al
 H

el
m

et
 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
Ef

fo
rt

 O
r 

P
ro

gr
am

?

D
oe

s 
Th

e 
S

ta
te

 P
ro

vi
de

 T
ra

in
in

g 
Fo

r 
La

w
 E

nf
or

ce
m

en
t A

ge
nc

ie
s 

To
 H

el
p 

Th
em

 D
et

ec
t N

on
-C

om
pl

ia
nt

 
M

ot
or

cy
cl

e 
H

el
m

et
s?

M
in

ne
so

ta
A

ll 
op

er
at

or
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
nd

 th
os

e 
w

it
h 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

pe
rm

it
s,

 
no

 m
at

te
r 

w
ha

t a
ge

, a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
he

lm
et

s.
Ye

s

M
is

si
ss

ip
pi

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw

M
is

so
ur

i
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

M
on

ta
na

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
18

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
he

lm
et

s.
Ye

s

N
eb

ra
sk

a
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

Ye
s

N
ev

ad
a

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw

N
ew

 H
am

ps
hi

re
N

o 
La

w
 1

N
ew

 J
er

se
y

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw
Ye

s

N
ew

 Y
or

k
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

N
o2

N
o3

N
or

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw
Ye

s
Ye

s

N
or

th
 D

ak
ot

a
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

O
hi

o
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
, o

pe
ra

to
rs

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
he

ld
 a

 li
ce

ns
e 

fo
r 

le
ss

 th
an

 o
ne

 y
ea

r 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

pa
ss

en
ge

rs
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

O
kl

ah
om

a
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
, o

pe
ra

to
rs

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
he

ld
 a

 li
ce

ns
e 

fo
r 

le
ss

 th
an

 o
ne

 y
ea

r 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

pa
ss

en
ge

rs
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

Ye
s

O
re

go
n

U
ni

ve
rs

al
 L

aw

P
en

ns
yl

va
ni

a
H

el
m

et
s 

ar
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

 fo
r a

ll 
ri

de
rs

 u
nd

er
 2

1. 
P

en
ns

yl
va

ni
a’

s 
m

ot
or

cy
cl

e 
he

lm
et

 u
se

 la
w

 
al

so
 c

ov
er

s 
al

l o
pe

ra
to

rs
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fi

rs
t t

w
o 

ye
ar

s 
of

 li
ce

ns
ur

e 
un

le
ss

 th
e 

op
er

at
or

 h
as

 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 c

ou
rs

e 
ap

pr
ov

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
P

en
ns

yl
va

ni
a 

D
O

T 
or

 th
e 

M
SF

.

P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

o
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

R
ho

de
 Is

la
nd

H
el

m
et

s 
ar

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r a
ll 

ri
de

rs
 u

nd
er

 2
1. 

 H
el

m
et

s 
ar

e 
re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r a
ll 

ri
de

rs
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fir

st
 y

ea
r o

f l
ic

en
su

re
, r

eg
ar

dl
es

s 
of

 a
ge

. A
ll 

pa
ss

en
ge

rs
 a

re
 re

qu
ire

d 
to

 w
ea

r h
el

m
et

s.

S
ou

th
 C

ar
ol

in
a

R
id

er
s 

un
de

r 
21

 a
re

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
to

 w
ea

r 
a 

he
lm

et
.

S
ou

th
 D

ak
ot

a
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

a 
he

lm
et

.
Ye

s

Te
nn

es
se

e
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 L
aw

Ye
s

Te
xa

s
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

21
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

he
lm

et
s.

 T
ex

as
 e

xe
m

pt
s 

ri
de

rs
 2

1 y
ea

rs
 o

r 
ol

de
r 

fr
om

 w
ea

ri
ng

 a
 h

el
m

et
 if

 th
ey

 c
an

 s
ho

w
 p

ro
of

 o
f s

uc
ce

ss
fu

lly
 c

om
pl

et
in

g 
a 

m
ot

or
cy

cl
e 

op
er

at
or

 tr
ai

ni
ng

 c
ou

rs
e 

or
 a

 m
ed

ic
al

 in
su

ra
nc

e 
po

lic
y.

U
ta

h
R

id
er

s 
un

de
r 

18
 a

re
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
 w

ea
r 

a 
he

lm
et

.
Ye

s

2007 GHSA motorcycle survey  |  helmet laws  |  minnesota - utah
(1) The law requiring riders under 18 to wear helmets became ineffective in 1995 per state statute when a federal law tying helmet use to federal highway 
funding was repealed.  (2) Developing a program in 2008.  (3) Ibid.
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